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INDUSTRY & COMMERCE

Glad you’re home, dad!

Kristie Allen d5 a freshman
alt Laway Scloal. Her parents
are Tonemy arnd Lirda Alley
and she has a sister, Kayla.
Kristie laves fo sing, play the
iara ard perfora.

“Tehase thiz subjesct
hecawse Herimali Siith 45 a
good friead of mine aud [
riarertbor swhea ber father Toff
Lo gro aeperacas, dud ko 1
changed er fomily’s e, ™
she said.

By Kristie Allen
apecial to The Star

[t is hard for me to imagine
life at home without my father.,
There would be no one to pick
me up from school in an old,
extremely noisy truck that
always turns heads, no one to
vell at the television every
night to "buy a vowel, man!,”
and no one o turn on the
coffee pof in the morning
before anyone s awake,
including the sun.

Life would be so different, |
cannoet begin to imagine what
it would b like.

But, one of my gooid
friends, Hannah Smith, does
know what it is like to live for
awhile without a father at
home. Almost two years agoe,
Staffl Bgt. Barry Smith was
deployed to Irag. He is a secu-
rity forces specialist in the
Mississippi  Alr  MNatlonal
Guard's 186th Alr Hefueling
Wing.

Smith left his wife, Lynelle,
and three children, Hannah,
15, Tyler, 7, and Emily, &, to
go overseas for four months,

[ interviewed Hannah to
et an insight aboul how she
coped  with her  father's
abzence. | also wanted to find
out how her family dealt with
the separation,

Kristie: What was the
biggest change for your
family?
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SEPARATION

Kristia Alan imterviews har friend, Hannah Smith, about how her family coped while Hannah's
fathar, Staff Sgt. Barry Smith of the Mississippi Air Mational Guard's 188th Air Refusling Wing,
sarved in Irag. Hannah's advice: “Keep faith, pray and hang in thare,.”

Hannah: There were still
bills to pay. There was one
lese check coming in for our
family. ‘This meant more
respensibility for everyone,
Another issue was worry, This
wae more dif ficult to deal with
than the responsibility part.

Kristic: What was the
hardest part of the experience?

Hannah: Walching the
news  was  delinitely  the
hardest part. We never really
knew exactly where my {ather
was, and it was wery scary to
watch the news and to see all
that was happening overseas.

Kristie: How did this affect

vour little brother and sister?

Hammah: They were really
a little foo voung te under-
gland what was going an. It
digdn’t affect them as much as
it difl me, being 14 af the time
and knowing what was going
on in the world.

Kristie: How did wvoor
family cope with your father’s
absencef

Hanmah: The first thing
was prayer, and a lot of it It
alse helped us greatly to falk
b close fricnods,

Kristie: While he was gone,
broeay abid o all communicate?
Hannah: The main way

wis through letters. We were
constantly writing back and
forth. We would alse get a
phone call every three weeks
from [raddy.

Kristie: If vour father was
still overseas and you got to
tell him one thing in a letter,
what would it be¥

Hannah: Simply, | love
you,

kristie: What would you
tell other familics who are
strugeling now because their
loved ones are overseas?

Hanmnah: | would tell them
to keep faith, pray and hang in
there.

SUBMITTED PHOTD

MILESTONE
In 20005, Lauderdale County Emargency Madical Service District,
alsz called Metro Ambulance Sarvice, celsbrates its 25th
anniversary in businass.

Business profile ...

Metro
Ambulance
Service

We asked Meridion busdness owners to Tl owl guestianagires
abont thosezelves and theiy work. Soste quetlions werd Serions,
sodre iwrere fusl for fui.

Mael C. Coller JIT i5 the divector of Landerdale County
Ewergeacy Modical Sermice IMitrie! — alioe called Metvo
Ambulanee Service. He iz also a poramedic,

He and s wife, Low, have ope ehild, 11-pear-old Kelly. They
Hoe in the Sugnaleng commnntly and afterd 1500 Aveane
Baptist Clrarck.

By Mar C. Cobler Il
special o The Star

My busincss

* We provide the linest pre-hospital emer-
gency medical care fo the citizens and visi-
torg of Lawderdale County, the city ol
Meridian and town of Marion.

# How it started? On April 1, 1980, Metre
wis apened by the city and county. This year
we celebrate out 25th anniversary, We're
proud o have served Lauderdale County,

¢ Mo, of employees: 50 full-time, 100
part-time

What | think

¢ What | look for in an
cmplovee iz honesty, The
emplovecs wha have been
with me the longest  are
Johnny Williamson and "1,
Irbv. Johnny is operations
manager amd T.J. is office
manager. They have worked
for the company since 1984,

# ‘The best thing thal hap-
pened at my business this year
wag the birth of emplovess
children.

* The bigeest challenge my business faces in the coming
vear is Medicare reimbursements.,

Cabler

1 CAN'T
IMAGINE

= A day without preyer
= A owesk without prayer.
= A year without prayer.

A letier from home

# Has Sept. 11 and the LS, War on Terror changed this country?
Very much s [t's made the homeland more aware of salbety,

# Has it touched my family™s [ife? Mot just my family, but the
Metre family as well. 've noticed more sense of pride in our
country.

® Has it affect=d my business? Yes, there's extra training,
more equipment, more security, moere suspicion and did [ men-
tion extra training?

# My message for the treops; Thank you!

Dear soldier ...

Theis letter woas submiffed by Andy Waite, 12,
a seventl-grader af Magrelie Middle Schosl,

Thank vou for fghting for my fresdom. [
really appreciate what you are doing for the
United States, SBometimes | wake up, won-
dering if the war will end today, but it hasn't
yet, Uine last thing — | hope you are sale and
Lol bless,

Amdy Waite



